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ARLINGTON COUNTY is known for its thriving arts and cultural scertdomthe
C 0 u nyearlyfsstivals, parades, and neighborhood daysublic art
installations at Central Library and wortthss programming at the Signature
Theatre, to classes and lectures at its community centers, Arliofigos
something for every artistic taste.

In the ongoing economic downtuitnis particulaty crucialthat citizens have
places for creative expression and admirati@tare affordable and close to
home& such agheaterscommunity centernature centers, and our very own
planetarium Unfortunately, these are sometbé very places that apgreon
AHAOG s 10Zdbof Ar | i n mdstemdangered historic places

Model ed after the National Trust for Hi
Hi st or i ¢ P lteaheaansiad lochl liskighlightdsdme eftheau nt y 6 s

most beloved placeand building typesthe Lubber Run Amphitheater, Old

Schools andCommunity Centers, theDavid M. Brown Planetarium, Garden
Apartments, andNeighborhood Shopping Centers.

In this report, we discudke threats facinthese endangered places and why they

are soimportant to allArlingtonians We alsohighlight otherimportant places in

our annual Watch Listhe Tomb of the Unknowns Gulf Branch Nature

Center, Branch Libraries, Vintage Signs andReevesland We hope that as you

learn about the placesond Endangered and Watch List
efforts to save these histcally significant and widely cheristesites.

Founded in 1983he Arlington Heritage Alliance is the only private, nonprofit
organization in Arlington County, Virginia, geted to the protection and
promotion of Arlingtondlsf hyecuoddili laeadt o
more about preservation in Arlington, or to get involved in one of our ongoing

projects, visit our web site at www.arlingtonheritage.org.
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ENDANGERED:

LUBBER RUN AMPHITHEA TER

1 This keloved communitamphitheateis
severely underfunded arad risk of permanent
closure and possible demolition

o

Threat

Lubber RunAmphitheatethas played a long %
standin role in.Mwlingtonos cultur a

celebratingts 40" anniversarythe amphitheateincludes bench seating fopgroximately750

people, with brickterraced grassy areas for lawn sealirigging the totalseatingcapacity to

about 1,200.The elevated stage is flanked by two towers mddederblock and wood, along

with a cinderblock building that serves as the back wadk decades, themphitheatehas

hosted professional and amateurfpenances by arangeofarist chi | drends group
religious and culturabrganizatios. Until the late 1990s, private corporate sponsors helped to
underwrite the costs of funding arts programming atathphitheater

Dept. ofParks, Recreation & Cultural

Image courtesy of ArIingt'on'Co'unty,
Resources.

a

Lubber RurAmphitheatemow liesdark,unusedand in a state of disrepaifheamphitheater
which once drewightly audience®f up to 1,500 people, has put on fewer and fewer shows in
recent years in the face of budghbrtfalk. Only $10,000 was allocatddr Lubber Run in the
count y 6ear 20libsdged The gounty has stated that aperating budget of
approximately$50,000 would beequired to adequately fundsammer prograrfor the
amphitheater

The shortfall has prompted a public outcry forpiteservation and reprogramming. In response,

Susan Kalish of the Arlington County Parks and Recreation Departmeit ttat¢he county

has hired a consultant to determine the condition of all park facilifiseamphitheatewas
determined to be in Apoor conditiondo and in n
and handicapped accessibilit%ccording toKalish, the county has selected a firm that will

thoroughly assess the theater and its structures and determine a course of future action, whether it
be repair, renovation, or rebuildind@his reportw i | | be ready in time for
process In the interim, he ounty will be sponsoring weekemdovies at the amphitheatéhis

summer.

The Arlington Forest Civic Association has taken the lead in promoting the preservation and
continued use of Lubber Run Amphitheat&he association has s an online petition that to
date has garnered nearly 700 signatures.
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SolutiongOpportunities

AHA applauds theaunty for allocating resources for a study of éimephitheatédf s ne dods and
allocating fundsfrom hi s year 6s $ 1 ate odelprogranmingngdtthee o r ei nst
amphitheatéy which has hosted many legost and even pfbono performancéswhile a long
termfunding solution is soughtvhich ought to include private sponsorship as it has in the past.

To sign the petition, visit:
www.thepditionsite.com/1/saveLubber-Run-Amphitheater
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ENDANGERED:

OLD SCHOOLS AND COMM UNITY
CENTERS

1 Several countyowned former school
buildings that now serve as community
centers and other public spaegs at risk
due to budget cuts
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Threat

Propsed cutbacks arttle closure of programs threaten both Madison Centeri a historic

1939 school building in the Old Glebe neighborho@hd theLee Cente;, t he count yos
Afipreof 0 s-bumedandreluiliin 1925 at 5722 Lee Highwaylhe cutbacks would

reduce programs and potentially leave these community gathering places vulnerable to

permanent closure, possible neglect, and eventulidlyosal or demolition. The loss of

convenient community gathering placesiich providerecreatioal, educational, and fithess

programs within neighborhoodsould seriously diminish the quality of life in the areas served.
These facilities have historicallgnd to this dayserve asieighborhood focal pointpjaces

where neighbors gather, interaabd nurture their sense of community.

The fate of th&Vilson School another early Arlington school located on Wilson Boulevard in
the Fort Myers/Rosslyn neighborhqdiings in the balancé.ast year the Arlington County
School Board declined to desigedhe school as an Arlington Historic Landmark against the
recommendation of the Historical Affairs and Landmarks Review Board (HALRB). However,
the Board and the Mulgite Study Committee tasked with evaluating the potential
redevelopment of the schamhd surrounding propertglid acknowledge the buildidg history

and achitecture. Several plamsve been analyzed including the preservation of the core 1910
section of the Wilson School.

Solutions Opportunities

AHA encourages the county to evaludsgehistoric school buildings and to commit to the

preservation of those that are determined to be elifpblesting in theNational Registeof

Historic Places AHA believes that the retention of programs, activities, and services at these
locationsis essential to preserving not only importaeighborhood landmarks, but also to

mai ntaining the quality of Iife that i s so es
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AHA feels strongly that the Wilson School andegdate surrounding green spae@ bemade

functional for a new or similar use with relative ease; their retention will greatly enhance the
neighborhood. We would like to see this handsome and solid buildinginessead of being
thrownaway.The bui |l dingbés f at e rlingten Qounty,althoughdtiss i der at
currently being leased to a childcare center that will remain attfeasighthe end of 2010.

Wilson Schoollrﬁage courtesy of

Arlington County
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ENDANGERED:

DAVID M. BROWN
PLANETARIUM
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Planetarium, a widely appreciated and _

unique educationalesourceis targeted ¢
forclosureinthes c hool syst ¢
year 202 budgetf funds needed for its
upgrade are not procured in the next yealg

Image courtesy of Tom Dickinson.

Threat

Built in 1970, the David M. Brown Planetarium (named for a former Arlington stitdemtd
astronaut who died in the 2003 Space Shuttle Columbia disaster) has entertained and educated
legions of studentsDe s pi te its community value and popul
$230,000 operating budgeas beemrasticallycutin the 201 1fiscal budget. School officials

have cited concerns about {®@bable costs of updating the agfagility and say that the

money could be bett@llocatedelsewhere in the school systefchool superintendent Patrick

K. Murphy, initially proposed convéing the site to additional classrooms for adjacent
WashingtorLee High Schoglbut rasnow set forth a fundraising timetable for the Friends of the
Planetarium to procure the fundecessary for permanent facility upgradik61,120 by

September 306241, 680 by December 31; $322,240 by March 31; and the sum amount by June
30 of 2011.

930 citizenssigned a petition to save the planetariudm interim instructional plan for the
planetarium will allow local volunteers time during the 20istal yea to raise the fundsThe
planetarium will remain open paitne until June @, 2011, serving gradesXtwo days a week.
If the $402,800 needed to upgrade the fadsityot procured, the planetarium may be clcsted
the end of the 2011 fiscal year

Solutions/Opportunities

AHA is concerned about the potential loss of this unique resource, especially at a time when
interest in the teaching power of planetariums seems to be on th&hisdnternational
Planetarium Society says that the numbdmxafd-dome planetariums has risen slightly in recent
years to about 800 nationwidAHA supportsthe interim stay on closing the planetarium and
citizendriven effort to seekrivatesponsors to keep the planetarium op¥opu can support this

Arlington Heritage Alliance, P.O. Box 100489, Arlington, Virginia 222418
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effort by making a donation to thrlington Community Foundation. Make your checks
payable to thCF-Planetarium Fundnd mailthemto: Friends oflie Planetarium, P.O. Box
7029, Arlington, Virginia, 22207You canalso show your suppolty volunteering youtime
and skills antbr spreading the words to others about this effort. If you are interested in
volunteeringsend an enail to save.the.planetarium@gmail.cobpdated information on
continued effort is available online at the Friends of the Planet&aceboolpage:
http://biy.ly/facebookplanetarium.

Image cburtesy of Tom Dickinson
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ENDANGERED:

GARDEN APARTMENTS

1 The county has lost a significant number of
these distinctive housing complexagich have "‘\ f
long providedaffordable, quality homes for
Arlingtonians of moderat means

Key Boulevard Apartments;‘
Image courtesy of Kathryn Smith.

Threat

Since 2003when Arl i ngton6s outstanding collection
recognized by the National Register of Historic Planemy of these distinctive housing

complexes have been demolishédainly built during the 1930s through the 1950s, garden
apartments were an innovative housing type perfected in Arlington.

Today, garden apartments are being replaced at an alarming rate bydeigsigr housinglin

2008,Parkland Gardens, a 149unit complex built inL949 near Glebe Road and Lee Higlhwa

was torn down and the vacant-sigre lot still remains emptyThe residents were displaced and

the high quality construction, wellesigned open spacesidaffordable housing in a coemient

location were all lost.Portions ofBuckingham, one of the nationés most
garden apartment complexegeredemolished last year and replaced byaiuscale apartment

and townhouse buildings that loom over the historic neighborhood.

A number of smaller conigxes are also imminenttiareatened with redevelopmemtmong

these are thEey Boulevard Apartments at 1555 Key Boulevard and the neaf@yeens Court
Apartments, both in Rosslyn.The Arlington Housing Corporation (AHC) has plans to demolish
the Key Bolevard Apartments and replace the thbedding complex with a larger, mixed
income development. Built in 1942, the complex is a rare example of an ArsBée@arden
apartment complex in Arlington; it is considered eligible for National Registergist

Queens Court Apartmenit the corner of North Queen Street and Key Bouleaaslalso
threatened with redevelopmenthe owner, thérlington Partnershipdr Affordable Housing
(APAH), has agreed to partner with tbeunty to incorporate the a®nit, circa1930 brick
apartment complex to the redevelopment plan for the former Wilson School property nearby.

While AHA supports the retention and expansion of affordable housing throughout Arlington,

we are concerned that the historic signifieapn€thecount yés outstanding st o
apartments of the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950t being considered in redevelopment decisions.

AHA recognizes the important work that both AHC and APAMehandertaken in recent years
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to rehabilitatesomeo f t he countyds i mportant historic ga
those in Westover and Buchanan Gardens in Barcroft.

Solutions Opportunities

A number of successful garden apartment preservation ma@sigread throughout the county.
Portionsof Colonial Village, Buckingham, Woodbury Park (now Sheffield Court), Westover,

and Calvert Manor garden apartment complelkage been rehabilitated and revitalized by their

owners using federal and state historic preservation tax credits. These axsimoplehow
targeted incentives can result in the retenti
distinctive history and affordable housing at the same time.

AHA is encouraged by the Col umbia Pike Land U
historic preservation as a goal for revitalization of that corridor. We urge the committee to

carefully identify and assess the significant historic garden apartments that remain along that
corridor, such as Fillmore Gardens, and to take into account treryaten of significant open

space and the distinct architectural character of these complexes that can make major

contributions to the quality of a revitalized Columbia Pike corridor.

We believe that AHC and APAH should undertake a careful assessntkatrutoric
significance of all of their pr&960 properties and to use the results to thilogrange plans
and goals to accommodate the preservaifdrstorically, architecturally, or culturally
significant properties. The Key Boulevard Apartmentsalready considered eligible for
National Register listing and they should be preserved.

AHA would like to see theounty implement targeted local economic incentives that would
encourage owners and devel oper stopeservAthdse ngt ono
historic properties and to maintain their affordabilityg.combination with state and federal

historic preservation tax credits and low incoming housing tax credits, local tax breaks or other
economic incentives could save these histdly, environmentally, ashsocially important

resources

Image courtesy of Kathryn Smith

Queens Court Apartments.
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ENDANGERED:

NEIGHBORHOOD SHOPPING
CENTERS

‘cour tGomgll

1 Historic and distinctive neighborhood
shopping centers have either been sold or are®
currently on the market, with no plans to
preserve them ahthe unique local flavor theym
bring to the county. =

|l mage

Threat

In the 1930s and 1940s the landscape of Arlington chariResldential and commercial

construction projects abounded, includingriad apartment complexes and neighborhood
shoppingcentsfatui | di ng type model ed ®&drktaedrShoppm t hur B.
Connecticut Avenu@a downtown D.C These shopping centers clustered several tenants in one
place and offered patrons effreet parking.More than ten neighborhood shopping centers of

thePark and Shogenre were constructed in Arlington, and by 1941, they appeared on almost
every major thoroughfare.

One example, theee Gardens Shopping Centerwas slated for redevelopment last year
(prompting its appearance bno t h  ArdRréservion Virginiab Endangered Lists)The

project has stalled, however, due to fundssyes, and the property has been sold to the owners
of the nearby Sheffield Court Apartments, who have stated their intention to follow through with
the original redevejament plan These circumstances call into question the market viability of
the initial proposal and leave the shopping center vacant and in disr&plirremains

concerned that the approval of the site plan by the County Board, and the demolitiolowf the
scale commercial center, sets a dangerous precedent.

That precedent could in faichperil a nearby corner in ArlingtonThe building housing the
Corner Cupboard, at Pershing and Washington Boulevardugentlyfor sale. Without
incentives for dvelopers to keep lowcale retail, the character of this intersection and the
neighborhood around it could be drastically changed.

(For more information about the kind of shoppi
neighborhoods, sdgichard Longst et h, A The Nei ghborhood Shoppin
D.C., 19304 1 Joarnal of the Society for Architectural Historiab$ (March 1992): 84
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SolutiongOpportunities

These anchor buildings at Pershing and Washington Boulevard offer an opydduniénd
preservation of Arlingtonés hibasedoetaland f abri c w
business serviceAHA encourages the perspective buyer of the building housingaheer

Cupboard to consider preserving the building while serving blusiness needs of the

community;recent examples of this include the Northside Grill and Lyon Hall.

Arlington Heritage Alliance, P.O. Box 100489, Arlington, Virginia 222418
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WATCH LIST:

TOMB OF THE UNKNOWNS

Within the past two years the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier was threatened with replacement by a replica
becaus of a few superficial cracks that the Departme
of the Army and the Arlington National Getery

(ANC) deemed unsightlyThe Arlington Heritage
Alliance and the National Trust for Historic
Preservation joined forces to persuade the army and
ANC thatpreservation was the only sensible option
when concerning one of recognizedmditary memdrials. mo s t

courtesy.

“ I mage

The ANC is continuing with the repair and cleaning of the Taimd repairs to the cracksarted

in mid-April. All the repairwork, to datehas been complalesuccessfully and on schedule.

The work should be completedmetime this springAHA will continue to monitor the situation

with the Tomb ensuring that the appropriate conservation and maintenance work is undertaken
andcompleted.The ANC website states that the-grouting work being currently undertaken

does not nAreflect a final deci sion on whether
bl oc k i n Thersisstlma possibiéity tlyat tlie ANQVill eventually replace the Tomb.

You can follow theprogress of th@omb repaiwork online atwww.arlingtoncemetery.org

WATCH LIST :

GULF BRANCH NATURE C ENTER

In 2009, the Arlington County Board included a g
proposal in its fiscal year 2010 budgettose
and demolish the Gulf Branch Nature Center.
After widespread objection to the proposal,
including public testimony by AHA, the
Arlington Historical Society, and theiEnds of
Gulf Branch group ataunty budget hearings,
the Boardrescindedts initial proposal and
agreed to fund the nature center on a reduced
schedule.The @unty agreed to keep the center open one additional day per week (5 1/2 days
instead of 4 1/2) if the community raised $10,00@dditional funds.

Image courtesy afennifer

Sale Crane.
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